
SOCRATIC DISCUSSION GUIDELINES

Be prepared. 
Read or view the text you are going to talk about.

Be patient and respectful. 
Let everyone finish their thoughts. 
Let everyone answer questions.

Listen. 
People will have different ideas from you. 
You will learn more from listening to 
others than from listening to yourself.

Speak. 
Your idea is valuable. Give everyone 
the gift of hearing from you!

Support your ideas with evidence. 
Otherwise why should anyone believe you?
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SAMPLE FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS



Name Date

Text(s) we read (author and title)

Before Discussion

My answer

Parts of the text(s) that support my answer

Big question:



Name Date

DURING DISCUSSION
Write notes about the discussion.

Speaker’s name Ideas and evidence I heard during discussion

AFTER DISCUSSION
New ideas and thoughts about the big question:


